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First ship expecte

here in October

Squamish Port called most
modern in western Canada

A promise which Is almost fifty years
old muy come trues for Squamish, Sguamish
Terminals Limited, operators of the Mrst
dock facility on the Squamish waterfront ex-
pects that desp-sea ships will be calling at
the Squamish Port as early as October of
this year, It has been almost fifly years
since Squamish residents first heard reports
that Its port would becomo an ocean freight
terminus, That was in the days =hen real
estate speculators, o Impressed with the
town's: new destiny, canged the mams to
‘Newpart',

Sinee that ern, there have been several
‘rumours’ of port development, but only In
the last year bave these been converted
to a reality which Is now a part of the town,

The date of the first ship’s arrival Is
still indefinite. Squamish Terminals' manager,
Jerry Jerwa, in an intervie= with the Cili=
zen last week, pointed cut that construction
delays caused by strikes this summsr have
made the date of arrival of the frst ship
somewhat uncertaln, However, headds, ‘‘Wa'll
be ready (o receive ships by around October
1 and ft will be just a question of when the
freight Is there for shipping."

Though lttle ‘uncertainties’ still exist,
they are nothing like those which plagued the
port over the past ten years, While it may
well prove to be the westcoast's most modern
forest products terminal , apd developers
from Squamish Termimals sre certain It will
be, the history of the port has been slow and
difficult from ihe beginning, .

Chie! among the obstacles which had to
be crossed In building the port was the need
to bring the Squamish River under some kind
of control. In the early days, the River not
only made port development difficolt because
of Its meanderings at its mouth, but the threat
of flooding to the downtown area was of great

n to all Squamish residents and the
local government.

Mayor Pat BHrepmn began to attempt to
overcoms the problems which the Rivir posed
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to the town In the days when Jimmy Sinclatr
(Margaret Trudeau's Father) was the member
of Parllament for Squamish, and also the
Minlster of Fisheries, a position now held
by Jack Davis,

Discussions beteeen Frennan and Sinclatr
were almed at providiag some control over
the Squamish River to secure (he downtown
area, It 3asat this time that the first serfous
thoughts of Squamish's port potential were
alred, A thriving port, however, would never
come to anared whose downto=n would
face the threat of flooding from the Squamish
River.

The tederal Department of F lsheries under=
took studles of the Syiamish River but changes
in time and government left real work undone
and Brenmn turned to the provincial govero—
ment for help,

Under the direction of Lands, Forests and
Water Resources Minister, Hay Williston, the
socalled Squamish River Coatrol crfogram sis
begun four years ago with studles which In
the last three years have caused all of the
Sqummish River south of its confluence with
the Mamguam fiver to be dyked,

it was the thinking of both local and pro-
vincial officials that a port could not be built
before the town itself was secure, With
funding from the provincial governmant,
Squamish began a unique program of dyke
pullding which saw virtually all of the work
carried out by local men and machloery,
Only enginesring services sere provided trom

million dollar project was an outstanding
success In Its first real test and a credit o
In adéition to
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Efficiency the key to successful port

With the downtown area made ‘water-tight*

tn 1971, Interest In the development of a

In Squamish gained momantum., The
extension of the B.C. Rallway to the north
brought indications of large mineral deposits
and a wealth of forest products, all of which
would require transhipment for export to
other nations,

Within the last two years, [wo major
decisions sealed the destiny of the Squamish
port. Robert Cattermole, a prominent for-
esiryman in B.C. made the initial invest-
‘ment to bufld the first wharf Mellity on
the waterfront.

As work began oo ‘Cattermole's Wharf',
Williston and the B.C, Rallway could see
that the wandering mouth of the Squamish
River would have to be Isolated, Silt com-
ing down the River would run out into Howe
Sound and disrupt the areas where boats
are to be moored. Depths of betwesn 30
and 40 feet are required wharf-side for
the blg ships which will hanl freight from
Squamish, To preserve these depths, the
silt running out the river mouth had to be
directed away from the berths. And so the
decision was made to construct a ‘tralning
dyke' at the mouth of the Squamish River,
The Lmaining dyke was completed hast spring
and It now extends a good half-mile into
Howe Sound from the mouth of the River on
the Squamish River delta, The dyke holds
the mouth of the river In & constant position
and sends silt stralght out into Howe
Sound away from the berths under construc-
tion,

With the decision to bulld the tralning
dyke, Interest In the port was stimulated
and last year, Cattermale, who bad built

times the size of the facility origimally cons
templated by Cattermole, It will be the most
modern Mcility for hasdling forest products

Many companies to use facility

Though both Gronnerud and Mayor Pat
Brennan stress the importance of the con-
struction of & modern port to Canada and
British Columbia, it will have an important
Influence on Squamish, Al least 30 long-
shoremen will eventully be required to work
here, That's Jerry Jerwa's department and
he says, “‘We have overy inotention of seelng
the development of a Squamish local of longe
shoremen. We think at least 50 men will
be required on a regular basis, and more
than that may be required during peak periods,'
He adds, “Our objective now is to get funce
tioning and get & puclous established, '

Much of the optimism expressoed -
mish Terminals stoms mw mm
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o rather unlgue In B.C,
Tho Squamish Terminals wharves will pot be
resarved for any ooe sh company, or
any oné shipper, The hcllities will be open
to anyone wishing to use them. In all Mkl

hoad, ships from many countries willbe calling

Al Squamish to plek up frelght from many dif=
ferent companies in the B.C. North,
As the port develops, Squamish Terminals

has plans to expand its fcility from its preseat
21 acre size to approximately double. Tentas
tive plans call for that expansion to begln some-
time in 1974,

1t 1 for this reason that the compay has
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Training dyke at the mouth of the Squamish




