
 

     

 

A Member of the Community – 
Economic Impact Study
As a vital port in Western Canada’s transportation network (est. 1972), Squamish 
Terminals (SQT) contributes to employment and economic development throughout 
the local community, British Columbia and to the rest of Canada.

In an effort to summarize and highlight its contribution, Squamish Terminals had 
InterVISTAS complete an Economic Impact Study, which examines the ongoing economic 
contribution generated from SQT’s operations, based on a review of the business in 2016 
and prior years. The three major components of economic impact are classified as direct, 
indirect and induced impacts. Together, they provide a snapshot of how the business 
of the terminal can impact the economy on a local, provincial, national, or international 
scale. Study highlights include: 

Please visit our website sqterminals.com for the full report. 

Season’s Greetings 
&  Happy, Healthy 

& Prosperous New Year
-From the team at Squamish Terminals
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Mr & Mrs. Claus & G2 Ocean Crew.
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Stay Connected

with Squamish Terminals on facebook and 
Twitter where we share vessel schedules, 
Tides community newsletters, open house 
announcements, and more!

@sqterminals

www.facebook.com/ 
squamishterminals.com



 

         

 

A Member of the Community

FRPD Construction Award - East Dock Rebuild

Sea to Sky Gondola – Interpretive Sign

Project Cargo Facts – 
Did you know?
Q: What is project cargo?

A: Project cargo is a term used to broadly 
describe the national or international 
transportation of large oversize, 
heavy, tall, high value or critical (to the 
project they are intended for) pieces 
of equipment. Moving project cargo 
requires collaborative partnership, 
attention to detail, and constant 
communication across 
the supply chain.

Q: What types of project 
      cargo are there?

A: There are many different types of 
project cargo, which are used in various 
industries including construction, 
renewable energy, mining, and oil and 
gas. Some examples include locomotives, 
machinery, solar modules, wind turbines, 
transformers, tugboats, gas tanks, yachts 
and much more!

Squamish Terminals and the Squamish 
Community Foundation were pleased 
to present the first scholarship from 
the newly established Ron Anderson 
Memorial Scholarship Fund to 
Howe Sound Secondary student 
Paul Van Tassel this past spring. 
Paul has volunteered many hours in 
the community and is interested in 
pursuing post-secondary studies in Civil 
Engineering. Congratulations Paul, we 
wish you much success!

Congratulations to Fraser River Pile & 
Dredge (FRPD), our marine contractor, 
whom recently received the Gold 
Award at the Vancouver Regional 
Construction Association Awards gala, 
for the Squamish Terminals East Dock 
Reconstruction Project. This award 
was in the project category ‘General 
Contractors $20 - $45 Million’.

Squamish Terminals and Sea to 
Sky Gondola partnered to install 
an interpretive sign near the Chief 
Overlook Viewing Platform that 
provides an overview and interesting 
facts about SQT. A great example of 
marine transportation and tourism 
industries working together!

Awarding of the Ron Anderson Scholarship Fund



 

         

 

Shipping & Environmental Performance 
(Part II: Underwater Noise)
Over the past fifty years, anthropogenic (human-caused) underwater noise has increased 
significantly, largely as a result of increases in seismic exploration, military and commercial 
sonars, and maritime transportation.  Commercial shipping noise is mainly generated by 
propeller cavitation (bubbles in water) and onboard machinery. The low-frequency sounds 
that ships generate travel vast distances in deep water marine environments, 4.5 times 
faster than in air. In the open waters of the North Pacific Ocean, acoustic tracking indicates 
that low frequency noise, < 80 hertz (Hz), 
has increased by 10 to 12 decibels (dB) since the 1960s, which coincides with the doubling 
of marine traffic. (Source: Green Marine https://www.green-marine.org/).

Injuries to marine mammals from ship noise are generally indirect, and focus primarily 
on physical disturbance, acoustic disturbance, increased stress hormones, environmental 
contaminants and, increased risk of ship strikes. Underwater noise has been recognized 
as a major concern for more than ten years in Canada and is identified as a major threat 
for marine mammals at risk. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) developed 
voluntary guidelines in 2014 to address the adverse impacts of shipping noise. These 
guidelines formalise steps that can be done to reduce noise emitted by commercial ships.

Options to reduce ship underwater noise include:

•  Slow down – operate below cavitation inception speed and avoid rapid acceleration

•  Maintenance – clean hull and propeller

•  Optimize – insulate ship engine and maintain mountings for onboard machinery

•  Efficiency - Modify propeller to minimize cavitation

•  Design - Incorporate vessel quieting considerations during re-fits and new vessel 
construction

•  Reroute – to avoid sensitive marine areas

As a result of these guidelines, numerous research projects are under way regarding the 
impacts of noise from vessels on marine ecosystems. Government agencies, universities, 
engineering firms and non-government organizations have mobilized to better 
understand underwater noise, and a large number of hydrophones have been deployed 
through coastal waters in Canada (Source: Green Marine https://www.green-marine.org/). 
The Enhancing Cetacean Habitat and Observation (ECHO https://www.portvancouver.
com/2017-echo-program/) Program is a Vancouver Fraser Port Authority-led initiative 
aimed at better understanding and managing the impact of shipping activities on at-risk 
whales throughout the southern coast of British 
Columbia. The long-term goal of the ECHO Program 
is to develop mitigation measures that will lead to a 
quantifiable reduction in potential threats to whales 
as a result of shipping activities.

This article is the 2nd of a series on Shipping & 
Environmental Performance. In future editions we 
will cover topics such as ballast water and waste 
management.

Squamish Terminals hosted its 7th annual 
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup on 
Sep 7, 2017. It was a fantastic day and with 
the support of more than 150 volunteers, 
we were able to collect approximately 
1,850 lbs. of garbage and recyclables from 
the Squamish Estuary & Oceanfront Lands.

2017 Shoreline Cleanup Stats

# of Volunteers = 150

Cleanup Time = 1.5 hours

Area Covered = 20 km of the 
Squamish Estuary & Oceanfront

# of Bags Filled = 75 Garbage 
& Recycling Bags



 

     

 

Employee News
Goodbye & Best Wishes
Joe Webber, 
Vice President 
Operations
 
In early 2018 we will be 
saying goodbye to Joe 
Webber after almost 
24 years of serving 
Squamish Terminals and 
our community. Joe and his wife Josie will be 
retiring in Comox. We will all miss Joe - his talent, 
compassion, experience, and humour. Joe, 
you are ‘one of a kind’…we thank you for your 
dedication and contribution, and wish you a 
wonderful retirement!

Cecil (aka Smoothie) 
VanSickle Jr., 
Trade Service Person

Cecil retired in November 
after 42 years in the 
waterfront industry.  
We wish him all the best 
for a healthy and happy 
retirement! 

New Employees
Donna Walsh, 
Accounting Clerk 
(Invoicing/Payroll) 
 
Donna joined the Squamish 
Terminals team in October 
to fill a temporary vacancy 
in the Admin team. 7 
years ago, Donna and 
her partner moved from 
Ireland to Whistler due to their love of mountain 
biking. Donna is happy and grateful to work in 
Squamish at SQT, and thinks that the views from 
the Terminal are stunning.

Behind the Scenes – The Traffic Department
The Traffic Department could be considered the “heart” of operations at Squamish 
Terminals, in that all cargo coming in or leaving the site is processed through the Traffic 
Department, much like the blood flowing through a body all passes through the heart to 
get to its destination.

The flow of cargo into and out of the Traffic Department is as simple as inbound cargo 
and outbound cargo, and as complex as ensuring all documentation that is produced 
matches a physical count so that zero errors are made in delivery of our customers’ 
product to its final destination. 

There are four ways that woodpulp, lumber, steel and special project cargo arrives and 
departs from our site:

All cargo, regardless of transportation method, is notified and processed through the 
Traffic Department using proprietary software. This process includes entering data, 
which is received from the customer and confirming that this cargo was received as 
notified. This information is compiled and processed into outbound documentation 
prior to loading the cargo off our site, by the Traffic Department. After departure, 
inventory tallies are used to confirm accuracy of data in our computer system 
compared with the cargo remaining on site, which is completed in collaboration 
with our Operations Supervision and the Head Checkers. Accuracy of information is 
imperative to our customers, as well as our Traffic and Operations teams. 

For import cargo arriving from international shippers the following customs 
requirements must be followed:

• Ensuring the accuracy of Bill of Lading information provided; this is done by verifying 
the information on the paperwork matches the physical cargo that was received. 

• Ensuring the correct clearances have been received for the cargo prior to it leaving 
our site, including Canada Customs clearance. This is a vital step as cargo is not 
permitted to leave the Terminal without correct and verified Customs clearance. 

The Squamish Terminals Traffic team handles a lot of last minute changes, and it can 
be fast paced at times. Hats off to our Traffic team for ensuring the life line of our 
operation flows so smoothly!
Contributor: Ali Hunter – Traffic Coordinator  


